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                      Buddies Asthma Policy
Many children/adults at Buddies present with a range of health issues. Where feasible we give staff training in how to give appropriate support and administer prescribed medication. 
Our insurance cover permits us to administer prescribed medication. We do not administer medications that are not prescribed.
If a child/adult has Asthma and needs an inhaler this child/adult will be:

· Added to medication register

· Dosage of medication must be checked with the parent/carer and against label.  All medication, inhalers etc. to be clearly marked/labelled with child’s name, date, photo, dosage and name of medication. Check expiry date/dispensed date and that it is for child’s/adult current condition. Time expired medication should be returned to the parent/carer.
· All medication should be in its original container. 
· Medication must be stored in a locked medicine cabinet, out of reach from children/young people. 
· Emergency medication like inhaler may be stored in room as they need to be readily available and accessible to staff but must be out of reach of children. All staff must know where medication is stored.
· Parents/carers complete appropriate medical consent forms for medication. These forms are reviewed and checked every 3 months.
· Double staff signatures are required when handing out medication. Two staff should be present to ensure correct dosage given. In the event of under/over dose or medication being given to wrong child/young person you must report this to Manager or Co-ordinator, Parents and Doctor must be contacted immediately.
· Staff receive appropriate training on administration of medication from a range of sources e.g. Parents, Nurses or appropriate Specialist to ensure all existing and new children/young people’s medical needs are being met.
· A daily audit of medication is kept.  
Statement for Parents and Carers
Buddies provision:

· Welcomes all children/adults with Asthma

· Keeps a register of all children/adults with Asthma

· Recognises that Asthma is a condition that can be serious and affects many children

· Encourages and helps children/adults with Asthma to participate fully in activities

· Ensures children/adults have immediate access to reliever inhalers
· Ensures that the environment is favourable to children/adults with Asthma and that all staff are aware of the potential triggers and warning signs
· Ensures that other children/adults in the group understand that Asthma can be serious

· Provides training for staff on how to administer reliever inhalers and what to do if a child/adult has an asthma attack
· Ensures that all staff are trained on the procedures to follow in the event of an emergency

· Obtains written permission from parents to administer reliever inhalers

· Works closely with the parents of children/adult with Asthma to ensure continuity of care

· Works with parents and healthcare professionals to develop an individual health plan if appropriate

· Always informs parents if a child/adult has an asthma attack or needs their inhaler while at the provision

· Informs parents of procedures that will be followed when there’s a trip or outing

· Reviews the Asthma policy on a regular basis

Key Points to remember
· Asthma is a condition that can be potentially life threatening and affects many children/adults
· Recognise the symptoms (coughing, wheezing, chest tightness, shortness of breath) of Asthma and warning signs of an Asthma attack, and act immediately

· Ensure that the environment is favourable to children/adults with Asthma and that all staff are aware of potential triggers

· Inhaler should be used when required and instructions followed from medication form 
· Call 999 immediately if the reliever isn’t working, the child/adult is becoming distressed, or going blue around the lips or nails
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